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The life history of SriSankaracarya is well known and it will be
presumptuous on my part to narrate the sam~. However it will not be
out of place if a brief summary of the chief incidents in the life of the
great philosopher is given here.

Sri Sankara was the incarnation of the Lowrd Siva himself. He
was born to Sivaguru and Aryamba at Kaia:li in the West Coast. After
the Upanayanam in his fifth year, he studied all t:c Vedas with the
accessories and the various systems of philosophy. He became an
ascetic very early in life and resorted to Govincia Bhagavatpada who
accepted him as his" pupil.  He wrote claborate commentaries on
the Brahmasiitras, Upanisads, Bhagavadgitd, Visnu Sahasranama, ete.,
and also a number of independent works bearing on philosophy and
devotion. He easily vanquished all his opponents and was held in great
esteem by Krsnadvaipayana, Kumarila and others. Though he was
destined to live only for 16 years, by the grace of Sri Veda Vyidsa, he
lived up to his 32nd year. He undertook an extensive travel and
acquired a good number of pupils like Padmapéada, Suresvara, Hastd-
malaka and Totaka. He defeated Mandanamisra, the famous Mimam-
saka and got him converted to his fold. He completely annihilated the
various followers of the sectarian schools like Saiva, Bhakta, Bhaga-
vata, Vaisnava, Visnu, Hiranyagarbha, Agnivadin, Saura, Maha-
ganapati, Ganapatya, Ekadesin, Ucchistaganapati, Sakti, Kapalika,
Carvaka, Saugata, Jaina, Bauddha, Mallari, Visvaksena, Manmatha,
Kubera, Indra, Yama, Varuna, Vayu, Bhiimi, Udaka, Sinya,
Varaha, Loka, Guna, Sankhya, Yoga, Pilu, Karma, Candra, Bhauma,
Ksapanaka, Pitr, Sesa, Garuda, Siddha, Gandharva, Bhiita, Vetala,
Pisanda, etc. He undertook pilgrimage to the sacred places
like Madhyarjuna, Ramegvara, Anantasayana, Gunapura, Bhava-
nipura, Kuvalayapura, Ujjayini, Anumalla, Varidhapuri, Arthapura,
Indraprastha, Dharmaprastha, Prayaga, Vardnasi, Xedira, Bhadari,
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Dvarakd, Ayodhyad, Gaya, Magadha, Vrsicala, Venkatacala, Kaiici,
Cidambara, Madurd, Gokarna, Jagannitha, Kasmira, ete. He estab-
lished on a firm ground the six systems, Saura, Vaisnava, Saiva,
Sakta, Ganapatya and Bhairava, after reforming them. e founded
five Mahilingas, namely, Bhogalinga at Siimatha in Srigeri,
Varalfiga at Nilakantha Ksetra in Nepal, Bhaktilinga at Kedara
Ksetra, also in Nepal, Moksalinga at Cidambaram and
Yogalinga in the Srimatha at Kaficipura. He also established Mutts
and a number of Mahayantras in various temples like Sricakrayantra
in the temple of Sri Kamaksi at Kaficipuram. He subdued Sarada by
proving his superiority in all the Sastras, including the Kamaastra,
which he learnt after entering into the body of a dead king. Finally
he ascended the Sarvajiiapitha and at the end of his 32nd year,
he returned to his permanent abode Kailasa.

It is no wonder then that ancient and modern poets wrote many
a work dealing with the life history of Sri Sankarscarya. Later authors
dealing with this topic narrate certain incidents that have been over-
looked by the ancient poets.

Among the works on Sri Sanikara may be mentioned the one by name
SANKARAVIJAYA by Sri Bhagavadanandagiri. It contains seventy-
four Prakaranas and is a mixsd Kéavya (Campii) consisting of both prose,
passages and verses. Next may be mentioned the prose work by name
SANKARAVIJAYAVILASA written by Sricidvilasa, consisting of
thirty-two chapters. The third is a brief resume on the life of the great
philosopher, by name SAMKSEPASANKARAVIJAYA. Its author is
Madhava and it consists of sixteen Sargas. Again, Sri Govindandtha
wrote SANKARACARYACARITA, a prose work of nine chapters.
ACARYADIGVIJAYA is a mixed composition of prose and verses by
Vadhila Vallisahaya on the topic. The sixth is the SANKARAVIJAYA
in verses consisting of twelve Sargas by Vyasicala. Next is the
SANKARAVIJAYA vwritten in Kerala. SANKARABHYUDAYA, a
prose in six chapters written by Rajaciidamani Diksita, is another work
on the same topic. The ninth is the BRHACCHANKARAVIJAYA by
Citsukhamuni. Other works on the great Sankara are the SANKARA-
DIGVIJAYA by Sadananda, the SANKARAVIJAYASANGRAHA
by Purusottama Bharati, the SANKARABHYUDAYA by Tirumala
Diksita, the SANKARACARYACARITA by Anantakavi, the SANKA.
RADIGVIJAYASARA by Sri Vrajarija and another work with the
same title as the previous one by Sri Govinddcala. Various and varied
are the works depicting the life history of the great philosopher.



INTRODUOTION itl

Works like SIVARAHASYA, PATANJALIVIJAYA, etc., give
summaries of the life of Sankaricirya. While describing the life of
Sri Sankara, a certain topic or other is narrated briefiy in some
works. Yet in another work the same incident is treated elaborately.
Some works omit the narration of some incidents in his life while
cerfain others deal with the same incidents in a novel and exaggerated
fashion. Thus though many works have been written on the same
topic, they differ in their ways of narration. This changing of the
same idea to suit the author’s purpose and taste is not a novel idea,
for, it has been done and accepted by great poets and critics dealing
with the stories in the Ramayana and Mahabharata.

In this connection, it has to be pointed out that the overlooking
of the SANKARAVIJAYA, a very ancient work, by Vyisicala, is to
be regretted and it is indeed very surprising that a work of this kind
did not come into print earlier. The fact that the work is very
ancient is attested by Sri Madhavicirya in his introductory chapter
of the SAMKSEPASANKARAVIJAYA.

aErsengETfaFRItasar-
TEIAEAEETA: R
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Sri Govindanitha, in his work, SANKARACARYACARITA, gives
a brief resume of the life of the great philospher in its first
chapter and herein he refers to Vyasacala with great respect.
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The Keraliya SANKARAVIJAYA also gives the following verse
which praises the poet Vyésicala in high terms:—
HGWAA FEARAAISAEITT: |
AYAGALATGIGAGALTS 7AZTAT, I
The above verses not only attest the fact that the work of Vyasacala
is very ancient but also show that it was held in high esteem by his

followers. The greatness of the work is expressly stated by Madha-
vaearya in the first Sarga itself.
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Madhavicirya has taken many Slokas verbatim from the
SANKARAVIJAYA of Vyasicala and this indicates the superiority and
greatness of the latter. So it is & matter of great delight to us that
a work of that type is brought to light.

The SANKARAVIJAYA of Vyasicala is fit to be called a Maha-
kavya as it satisfies the definition of a Mahdkavya as given by great
literary critics like Dandin. ‘giiaeaY AgTERag=IA . It consists of twelve
Sargas. Its invocatory stanza ¢ Fresney mAay’, etc., comes under
the third type of Mafgala which straightaway begins the work. The
theme of the work also fits in well to be called a Mahakdvya in that it
describes the life history of a great person. The work statisfies the rule
as laid in ¢ SgaEI1qay’, ete., for it is clear that the work shows us the
path to reach divinity and the hero is no other than the great Bhagavan
Sankara.

The verses ‘anuu’la%\rgﬁ ), ete., in the definition of a Mahakavya show
that a Mahdkavya should contain vivid descriptions of city, ocean,
mountains and other natural beauties. The contents of the Sankara-
vijaya of Vyasacala will clealy revearl to the learned the literary excel-
lence of the work and its accordance to the definition of a Mahakavya.
Though there are to be found some flaws here and there, they need
not be taken as literary faults, for Dandin says—

Zaacaa 3:30EE: s a4 gl |
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Figures of speech pertaining to sound and sense are to be found in
plenty in this work and hence it is surely commendable to scholars of

taste. The last verse of each Sarga briefly indicates the substance of
that particular Sarga.

There are not enough details about the author Vyasacala either
in this work or in other works and so it would be 3 vain attempt to deal
with his life history. But the information given by Sri Atreyakrsna
Sastri in Tamil in the work SANKARAGURUPARAMPARA is given
below. Vyasacala is the fifty-second Guru in the line of sixty-five Gurus
beginning from Sarvajfistmendrs Sarasvati and ending with Maha-
devendra Sarasvati and he occupied the revered seat of the Kamakoti-
pitha of Kafici from 1498—1507 A.D. Further his name is to be found
in a copper plate of 1507 A.D. during the reign of the Vijayanagara
king Narasimhadevaraya. He was born in Kafici and his original name
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was Kuppanna. When he became the chief of the Kamakotipiha, his
name was changed to Mahadevendra Sarasvati. He performed severs
penance in a cave in a mountain called Vyisicala and attained Civinity
on the first day of Krsnapaksa of the month of Asidha. For this resson
he is also called as Vyasicala Mahendra Sarasvati and for the same
reason, his SANKARAVIJAYA is called VYASACALIYA or the
work of Vyasacala.

In preparing this edition of the SANKARAVIJAYA the following
six manuscripts were made use of :

(1) R. No. 6833 : Transcribed manuseript. Complete. Deposited
in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras.

(2) R. No. 7715 : Transcribed manuscript. Deposited in the
‘Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras.

(3) A palm-leaf manuscript belonging to the Maharaja Serfoji’s
Narasvati Mahal Library, Tanjore, bearing the No. 4209,

(4) A manuscript from the Adyar Library, Madras, bearing the
No. 40-A-89. {This is marked as 31.)

(5) A palm-leaf manuscript belonging to the Kafici Kamakoti-
pitha Matha in Kumbakonam. This manuscript is of two parts (Nos. 298
and 1897) and incomplete. The first contains only up to the sixty-ninth
verse in the ninth chapter. The second begins with the seventieth
verse of the ninth chapter and omits the first twenty verses in the
twelfth Sarga. (This is marked as =,)

(6) A paper manuscript from the same Matha. This has no
number and omits the last three verses. (This is marked as FI.)

My heartfelt thanks are due to the Heads of the varjous
Libraries who lent me their manuscripts and to Srimans V. R. Kalyana-
sundara Sastrigal, N. 8. Ramanujam, M. S. Vaidyanatha Sastrigal and
T. H. Visvanatha Sastrigal for their untiring efforts in bringing forth
this edition by helping me in preparing the press copy, contents and the
index.

T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,

Curator,
GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL MANUSORIPTS

LiBRARY, MADRAS-5.
Dated, 3rd November 1953.






After the completion of the printing and binding of this work,
a copy of an old printed book containing a few Stotra- of Sadasivabrah-
mendra was placed in my hands by Polagam Sri Rama Sastrigal,
Professor of Vedanta, Madras Sanskrit College, Mylapore. The second
work in this book is called Jagadgururatnamals with a commentary
of Atmabodhendra Sarasvati. While commenting on the 33rd vcrsc‘:,
the learned commentator has given an extract from the last Sarga of
the present work. It consists of five verses, out of which only one is
printed in this volume. The other four verses are not found in any
of the manuscripts used for preparing the Press-copy of the present
cdition.  As it will be of great interest to the scholars, I have given
an extract from the old book, which is printed at the cnd of the
Sanskrit Introduction given below.
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If what Atreya Krishna Sastri says is correct, it is
rather strange that Vyasacala who was a head of the
Kafici Kamakoti Mutt, has not even mentioned by name

that mutt, the life of the founder of which is described
in this work.
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